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public spaces
Steelcase Concept Showroom at
NeoCon 2005, Chicago, IL
John Hamilton, Designer
Fabricator: Evert Binke, Coremax
ISSUES
◆ Steelcase, a leading global manufacturer of
office furniture and environments, wanted to
create and display an innovative piece of
contemporary architecture at NeoCon 2005.
◆

To inspire conversation about their company,
they designed a concept meeting space – a
yurt, modeled after portable tents used by
nomadic people of Asia.

◆

Project designer John Hamilton built the circular,
domed meeting space, or yurt structure, offering
a unique solution to the transient nature of work
and the need to huddle around an idea.

CHALLENGES
◆ Specifying a durable material with the ability
to be formed seamlessly into the curved and
monolithic shell of the conceptual yurt.
◆

Identifying a versatile material with the innate
strength and depth to withstand patterned
holes envisioned in the middle of the structure.

◆

Securing a visually inviting material that would
enhance the overall design and create a
welcoming feel for the gathering space.

SOLUTIONS
◆ Hamilton chose Corian® to wrap the outside of
his structure because it could be thermoformed
to create a beautifully curved shell.
◆

Using computer technology to create a design
template, identical horizontal holes were cut in
the middle of the Corian® shell using a CNC
routing process. The holes allow those outside
the yurt to tell when it is occupied and those
inside the yurt to be able see out.

◆

“We identified materials that convey luxury; rich
leather, fine wood, precision metals, hard stones,
and Corian®. We chose Corian® for its tactile
sense and its ability to be formed seamlessly
into monolithic architectural volumes of different
sizes and shapes,” said Hamilton.

BENEFITS
◆ The seamless nature of Corian® allowed the
conceptual shape and smooth surface of the
design to become a reality for attendees to
see and touch.
◆

Corian® resists chips, scratches, cracks, heat
and stains and is a renewable material
because marks can be removed easily to
restore it to its original condition.

◆

Corian® is available in more than 110 colors
and a wide selection of aesthetics.

PROJECT COLOR

Corian®
Cameo White
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The beauty of Corian
in public spaces

®

Public spaces have a wide range of
applications for Corian®:
◆

™

When creating unique public spaces, DuPont
®

Corian stands up to a variety of challenges.
Whether it’s retail shops, public venues or corporate
spaces, this versatile, durable surface can provide
highly functional environments while offering the
latest in design capabilities.

◆

◆

Transaction, reception
and ticket counters
Concession counters
and service areas
Workstations

◆

Wall cladding

◆

Corridors, elevator walls
and entryways

◆

◆

Writing desks, credenzas,
conference tables and
other furniture

◆

Interior columns

◆

Telephone booths

◆

Exterior cladding

◆

Staircases and railings

◆

Interior and exterior
signage

◆

Waste containers

◆

Lighting fixtures

◆

Turnstiles and escalator
walls

Molding and wainscoting

Corian is...
®

STYLISH
Over 110 colors—more than any other solid surface —
plus custom color options

AIR-QUALITY FRIENDLY
Maintains good indoor air quality—no off-gassing,
no VOCs

EASY TO CLEAN
No grout or seam gaps to trap soil

CODE COMPLIANT
NSF/ANSI 51 food contact certified and Class 1 fire rated

STAIN-RESISTANT
Stains can’t permeate and are easily removed

VERSATILE
Can be used in a wide range of unique and distinctive
applications

HEAT-RESISTANT
Meets industry standards
NONPOROUS
Does not support the growth of mold, mildew or bacteria
DURABLE
Tough and long-lasting, so it stands up to heavy use
RENEWABLE
Marks and scratches can be easily removed to restore it
to its original condition

1-800-436-6072
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WARM AND INVITING TO THE TOUCH
The practical surface material that creates a unique,
beautiful statement

...the perfect surface
for public spaces.

