
public spacescase study

Dining By Design Table Creation,
New York, NY
Christian Arkay-Leliever, Director of Strategic
Innovation; Ivan Pazos, Senior Designer;
Claes Appelquist, Associate; Skidmore,
Owings & Merrill (SOM)
Fabricator: Sterling Surfaces, Sterling, MA
ISSUES
◆ ELLE DÉCOR’s Dining By Design is an annual

fundraising event organized by DIFFA (Design
Industries Foundation Fighting AIDS) that brings
top architects and designers together to create
and display unique and experiential dining venues.

◆ Each design team is given an 11' by 11' space,
a table, and 10 chairs to design. Christian
Arkay-Leliever, Director of Strategic Innovation at
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill (SOM), wanted to create
something more intriguing, a seamless solid
piece that would serve as both table and chairs.

◆ The table design called for modular seat and
table surface sections that would be arranged
to seat a dinner for up to 10.

CHALLENGES
◆ When completed, Arkay-Leliever’s eight-foot tall

dining environment would be composed of
over 700 square feet of surfacing material,
including the table, walls, floor and seating.

◆ The team needed to select a durable material
that could be constructed seamlessly, and be
lightweight and inviting, as the designer envisioned.

◆ The surfacing material required specific color
and aesthetic options from which the designer
could convey his modern, monolithic and
monochromatic vision.

SOLUTIONS
◆ “Corian® was a wonderful material for the project

because it allows for many different aesthetics to be
created through various fabrication processes. We
tried to showcase the many of the different faces
of Corian®, through milling, cutting, thermoforming,
joining and polishing,” said Arkay-Leliever.

◆ With no grout or seam gaps to trap soil, seamless
Corian® is easy to clean and has an immaculate
appearance.

BENEFITS 
◆ Offering elegant and dramatic material flexibility

outside traditional horizontal surfaces, Corian® can
be carved, sandblasted, etched, thermoformed
and molded, turning exhilarating visions for
design and architecture into reality.

◆ “Corian® is ‘cool’ to the touch and has a most
wonderful tactile quality. From an architectural
and design standpoint, Corian® is not just a 
horizontal plane option, it has innate characteristics
that are unmatched,” said Arkay-Leliever.

PROJECT COLOR 

Corian®

Glacier White 
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The beauty of Corian®

in public spaces
When creating unique public spaces, DuPont™

Corian® stands up to a variety of challenges.
Whether it’s retail shops, public venues or corporate
spaces, this versatile, durable surface can provide
highly functional environments while offering the 
latest in design capabilities.

◆ Transaction, reception
and ticket counters

◆ Concession counters 
and service areas

◆ Workstations

◆ Wall cladding

◆ Corridors, elevator walls   
and entryways

◆ Writing desks, credenzas, 
conference tables and 
other furniture

◆ Molding and wainscoting

◆ Interior columns

◆ Telephone booths

◆ Exterior cladding

◆ Staircases and railings

◆ Interior and exterior 
signage

◆ Waste containers

◆ Lighting fixtures

◆ Turnstiles and escalator  
walls

Public spaces have a wide range of

applications for Corian®:

Corian® is...
STYLISH

Over 110 colors—more than any other solid surface —
plus custom color options

EASY TO CLEAN

No grout or seam gaps to trap soil 

STAIN-RESISTANT

Stains can’t permeate and are easily removed

HEAT-RESISTANT

Meets industry standards

NONPOROUS

Does not support the growth of mold, mildew or bacteria

DURABLE

Tough and long-lasting, so it stands up to heavy use

RENEWABLE

Marks and scratches can be easily removed to restore it
to its original condition
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AIR-QUALITY FRIENDLY

Maintains good indoor air quality—no off-gassing,
no VOCs

CODE COMPLIANT

NSF/ANSI 51 food contact Certified and Class 1(A) fire rated

VERSATILE

Can be used in a wide range of unique and distinctive
applications 

WARM AND INVITING TO THE TOUCH

The practical surface material that creates a unique,
beautiful statement

...the perfect surface
for public spaces.

1-800-436-6072       corian.com
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